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This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

° 2?nXnied'l5^f^^^ 'M^^*^ description, claims andybr drawings which have 

(see rKo containing rectifications made before this Authority 

{see Huie 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains Indications relating to the followlng ltems: . . , ........... 

Basis of the opinion . 
Priority 

Npn-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial lappllcabllity 
Lack of unity of Invention 

rif/tfr>n?f ^^^^^^ ^"'^ 66.2(a)(il) With regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 

citations and explanations supporting such statement «PMiiwtDiiiiy, 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the Intematlonal application 
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EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCTyGB 03^)3809 



I. Basis of the report 

' * ^h^rlnT,?^^^^ elements of the International application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
^nJtTnZ^J^^ ^5 ^•'^ /nw/af/o/7 under Article 14 are referred to in this report as ''originally md^ 

and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 

Description, Pages 

"^"8 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

"•"^2 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

^'^ as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authorftv in the 
language in which the intemational application was filed, unless otherwise IndS^^^^^ *® 

These elements were available or fumished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° Ruxiss^^^ furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under 

With regard to any nucleotide andAar amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational aDDlication the • • 
international preliminary examination was carried outvdn the basis of the sequence I^SSgr 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer^readable form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in written fomi. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

° I^tf ^^l®'"®? the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the intemational application as filed has been furnished. • u«yuna ine aisciosure 

° iSfng h^^^^^^^ '^''"*®'' ^^"^P"*®'" ^^adable form is identical to the written sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



•3 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (January 2004) 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/GB 03/D3809 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under Item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-12 



1-12 



1-12 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : FR-A-2 745 1 72 (BRAUN CELSA SA) 29 August 1 997 (1 997-08-29) 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
independent claims 1 and 1 1 , and shows (the references In parentheses applying to 
this document): a stent graft Including two sections of different diameter (cf. claims 1 ,7, 
fig. 1 3, 1 8, p. 1 1 , par.5 and p. 14, par.3). 

The subject-matter of claims 1 and 1 1 differs from this Icnown device in that the two 
sections differ also in pattem. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 , and also of process claim .1 1 (which relates to the 

application of a de\^ce acc. to claim 1) is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The differing technical feature also relates to a technical effect over D1 : 

the difference in pattern of the two sections provides flexibility along the longitudinal 

axis of the device. The problem to be solved by the present invention may thus be 

regarded as: providing a stent graft device with improved versatility. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claims 1 ,1 1 of the present application is 

considered as also involving an Inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 

reas;pns:.the teaching.of D1 does not include the problem of longitudinal axisufleixibility . 

(cf-^e.g. figures). Therefore, the present solution is unobvious to the skilled person 

through D1 . , 

Main claims 1 and 1 1 thus meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty 
and inventive step. 
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